For immediate release 8 April 1998

Celtic Tiger provides opportunity for National Anti-Poverty Strategy to deliver action

In a review of the first year of the government’s National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS), the Combat Poverty Agency today emphasised that Ireland’s growing economy now provides the resources for a stronger commitment to anti-poverty action. Commenting on the NAPS, Helen Johnston, the Agency’s Acting Director said: “When the national income is redistributed much more in favour of people living in poverty, then the Celtic Tiger can be said to be truly looking after its cubs”.

Writing in Poverty Today, the Agency’s quarterly journal, she comments that: “the country’s economic situation has never been better. We can now afford to make serious inroads to reduce poverty. The first year has essentially been about putting in place the structures by which the National Anti-Poverty Strategy can be delivered. In year two, NAPS must deliver real progress through the implementation of concrete actions. If it fails to do this, there will be genuine reason to question the commitment to tackling poverty”.

The review also outlines key issues arising from the first year of the Strategy. These include the need for government departments to set concrete and progressive targets in the five priority areas of the Strategy: income adequacy, educational disadvantage, long-term unemployment, urban and rural poverty. Public policy decisions should also be examined for their impact on poverty and public expenditure decisions may need to be re-prioritised in favour of anti-poverty action. In particular the Agency urges that mechanisms to centrally involve the community and voluntary sector in the implementation of the Strategy are developed as a matter of priority and that the involvement of business, farming and trade union interests must also be addressed.

The National Anti-Poverty Strategy sought to put anti-poverty policy at the heart of public policy. “The test of that is the size of the national cake allocated to the prevention and reduction of poverty. While the 1998 budget disappointed in this, the next year presents the best opportunity for a serious assault on the unacceptably high level of Irish poverty”, Helen Johnston concluded.

· For further information: Joan O’Flynn/Helen Johnston 01 670 6746 (w). An analysis of the 1998 Budget, in the context of NAPS accompanies the March/April issue of Poverty Today.

· The Combat Poverty Agency is a state agency responsible for providing advice to the Minister for Social, Community and Family Affairs on economic and social planning in relation to poverty. 

