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Combat Poverty Agency Warns Against Proposals To Prioritise Selected Counties As Status One For Funding

Next round of structural funds must tackle poverty throughout all counties urges Agency

The Combat Poverty Agency (CPA) today (September 29th) stated that it was concerned about current thinking which advocates that objective one status for the next round of EU structural funding (2000-2006) should be given to selected counties only. Poverty and social exclusion is found throughout every county in the country and the next round of structural funds must prioritise support for targeted anti-poverty action nation-wide.

 “We strongly advise the government that Structural Fund expenditure which will tackle poverty and social exclusion is needed in all regions of the country,” said Hugh Frazer, Director of CPA.  He was speaking at a seminar on “Targeting Anti-Poverty Action” which examined the policy implications for area-based action on the spatial distribution of poverty.

 “Instead of concentrating on achieving objective one status for a set number of counties Combat Poverty believes that there is a need for both area specific programmes and national programmes which will promote social inclusion and which are targeted at groups identified as being at high risk of poverty.” 

He told the audience that poverty knows no boundaries in Ireland.  “Research has shown that it is as likely to occur in a small provincial town as it is to occur in inner city areas.  Promoting social inclusion and combating poverty should be a key element in the National Development Plan and poverty should be tackled nation-wide,” he continued.

The Agency’s advice to the government is borne out by the findings of a report on the spatial distribution of poverty Where Are Poor Households? The Spatial Distribution of Poverty and Deprivation in Ireland that highlights that poverty, deprivation and disadvantage occur throughout the country.  The causes of poverty are related more to  social and demographic characteristics of households such as social class, education, labour force status, proportion of time unemployed, lone parenthood and the number of children in the household.

Outlining work in progress on new research on Analysing Cumulative Disadvantage, Brian Nolan, Senior Researcher with the Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI), told the seminar that area based strategies to tackle poverty should be coupled with a comprehensive range of national strategies, including reform of the social welfare and tax systems.  Nolan is also one of the authors of Where Are Poor Households?

“Area based strategies should only constitute one part of the National Anti Poverty Strategy,” he said.  “While it is true that many poor people live in recognised areas of disadvantage, our research has also shown that many poor people do not live in very poor areas. If strategies to tackle poverty are targeted at specific areas only, as has been the practice up to now, they will not reach the majority of people they are designed to reach.”

The Where Are Poor Households? report shows that high risks of poverty are associated particularly with being a local authority tenant.   Anna Lee, Manager of the Tallaght Partnership and Chair of CPA, said that national housing policies had contributed significantly to cumulative poverty in many areas.

“While it is absolutely correct that poverty is spread throughout the country, it is also proven that there are very significant concentrations of cumulative poverty as a result of national housing policies,” she said.

The report shows that households in local authority housing made up about 50% of those living in poverty in both 1987 and 1994, years when Irish national household surveys were carried out.  This also indicates that one in two poor households are located outside public sector housing.

Dermot McCarthy, Assistant Secretary at the Department of An Taoiseach gave an overview of current trends in area based responses to poverty and social exclusion.
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The Combat Poverty Agency is a state agency responsible for providing advice to the Government on economic and social planning in relation to poverty.

