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Children are at greater risk of poverty than adults. Lone parent families and families with three or more children are particularly at risk, as are children with disabilities, homeless children, and refugee and Traveller children. 

"Child poverty matters. It is a denial of the basic rights of the child," said Hugh Frazer, Director of CPA. "How children live today powerfully influences how they will live tomorrow and the next generation. Poverty has negative effects on health and development of children. Those who grow up in poverty are likely to do less well educationally, have fewer recreational, social and cultural opportunities and be more at risk of being involved in crime and anti-social behaviour. Their talents and potential are more likely to be unfulfilled. 

"Decisions made in the next few months on the National Development Plan and the new National Partnership Agreement will be very important in this regard. It is also important that a clear target is set for the reduction of child poverty as part of a government National Anti-Poverty Strategy" he added. He went on to say that over the next few years, Ireland has a unique opportunity to break the recurring cycle of poverty. "We now have the resources and the capacity to end the scandal of children being raised in poverty," he said. 

He also said that the commitment of the four organisations working with the CPA on this programme was a strong indication that child poverty is a serious problem which must be tackled head on and in a concerted way. "The partner organisations in this new programme work everyday with children, young people and their families across the country," he said. "While economic growth and improvement in some social policies in the past five years have improved the position of some children and their families, the ongoing work of these partner groups confirm that the changes have not fundamentally altered the reality of child poverty." 

The awareness programme was kickstarted with the publication of a special supplement Open Your Eyes To Child Poverty in The Irish Independent (Saturday, June 26th). Other initiatives over the coming two years will involve working with children and other organisations working with children. 

For more information contact: 

Edel Hackett, Montague Communications Tel: 01-8386032/01-8309300/087-2935207 

Hugh Frazer, Combat Poverty Agency, 087-2769889/01-4972938(h)/ 01-6706746 

Anna Lee, Combat Poverty Agency, 01-2981606(h)/01-4597990 

Owen Keenan, Barnardos 

Margaret Burns, Children's Rights Alliance 

Eamonn Waters, National Youth Council of Ireland, 087-2645163 

Mary Murphy, St Vincent de Paul 

The Combat Poverty Agency is a state agency responsible for providing advice to the Government on economic and social planning in relation to poverty


