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Anti-poverty action must be at the centre of public policy making

28 March 2000

"Over the next few years we have a unique opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and to build a much more inclusive and fairer society. Two things are key to ensuring that this is the case. We must ensure that anti-poverty action is kept at the centre of public policy by strengthening and intensifying the implementation of the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS). We must also set ambitious targets and actions for the reduction of child poverty ". This was the key message in the Combat Poverty Agency’s (CPA) presentation to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Social, Community and Family Affairs today (Tuesday, 28 March).

Anna Lee, Chairperson of the CPA, the statutory agency established to advise on all economic and social planning in relation to poverty, stressed that "the current combination of strong economic growth, continuing decline in unemployment and favourable demographic trends mean that over the next few years we have an exceptional opportunity to break the recurring cycle of poverty and largely eliminate it if we choose to do so. The NAPS is centrally important in ensuring a co-ordinated and strategic attack on poverty"

Hugh Frazer, Director of the CPA stated, "The Agency is committed to supporting the continued development of the NAPS and we welcome the commitments in the new social partnership agreement, the Programme for Prosperity and Fairness (PPF)s. These relate to reviewing the NAPS existing targets and the possible setting of new targets. This is a very important statement of the Government’s commitment to tackling poverty and social exclusion."

"Significant progress has been made since the launch of NAPS three years ago. What we need now is to set new and challenging targets and launch an ambitious action programme to achieve them. We must strengthen the social rights basis of the NAPS and ensure that all sectors of Irish society are actively involved in this effort".

Mr Frazer went on to stress the importance of setting a child poverty reduction target. "In our submission to the National Children’s Strategy we have made a forceful case for Government anti-poverty policies to focus on child poverty. Investing in the well-being of children is the best guarantee of ending the cycle of poverty".

"Ireland’s National Anti-Poverty Strategy and our approach to social partnership attracts considerable international attention. They are of particular interest to the EU who now have increased powers under the Amsterdam Treaty to tackle social exclusion. The NAPS was originally developed in response to commitments made at the UN World Summit on Social Development in Copenhagen five years ago. Progress since then is being reviewed in a major international Summit in Geneva in June. It is essential that Ireland goes to Geneva with a strong and positive message of the centrality of anti-poverty issues to economic and social policy making"

Hugh Frazer asserted, "Strong political leadership is vital to effective anti-poverty action. Economic growth on its own is not enough to end poverty. We also need active social and cultural policies, the provision of better social service for all and a concerted effort to reduce the inequalities in the tax system".
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