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Equality Expert will outline that we must promote equality as the only way to tackle poverty in the long-term at Combat Poverty Agency Conference 

Equality expert John Baker of the Equality Studies Centre, UCD, warned that the more unequal Irish society becomes the less the privileged are likely to take any interest in the prevalence of poverty or inequality.

Mr Baker, who will be speaking tomorrow (May 28th) at the Combat Poverty Agency’s National Conference on Narrowing the Gap Between Rich and Poor, said that government policies which increase inequality, such as cutting the higher rate of tax or reducing capital gains tax, as occurred in the last Budget, only serve to strengthen the assumption that the "privileged have no serious obligations to their fellow citizens and that the state has no right to transfer ‘their’ money to the poor."

"There is of course no simple relationship between public sentiment and social realities, but it stands to reason that the greater the degree of inequality in a society the less the privileged are likely to care about either poverty or inequality," he said.

"This is partly because such concerns raise serious doubts about the legitimacy of privilege, and so are deeply uncomfortable for privileged people to entertain. It is also a function of social distance and segregation, making it easier for poor people to be stereotyped and disparaged."

Mr Baker went on to say that by contrast, a country which was serious about eliminating poverty – which this country purports to be – would only do so if it was just as serious about the pursuit of an egalitarian society. He stated that relying on growth to reduce poverty was a delaying tactic, which would continue to protect the rich at the expense of the poor.

He pointed out that there was nothing in our equality legislation which prohibited an employer from discriminating against someone because of their social background, and that equal opportunity was impossible in a deeply unequal society. He also said that it was vital to reduce power inequalities by supporting the full involvement of marginalised groups in the development of policy and by limiting the role of private finance in the political system.
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