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Sr Stan says Government policies sustain gross inequalities

Sr Stanislaus Kennedy criticised the Government’s current social and economic policies at the launch today (April 26) of Rich & Poor, Perspectives on Tackling Inequality in Ireland, which was published by Oak Tree Press in association with Combat Poverty Agency.

"People are not economic variables," Sr. Stan said. "Indeed the evidence in this book is not of economic success in the widest sense but of material increases achieved by those with position and power to look after their own interests".

She added: "Rich and Poor is a book that should not have had to be written because there is no excuse for the poverty and inequality in a society of sustained economic growth. Materially, Ireland has been transformed from a bleak demoralising and crisis ridden economy to a prosperous but unfair economy."

"There is something inherently and seriously wrong with a system which during a time of sustained economic growth also sustains and generates inequality and perpetuates poverty, leaving Ireland one of the most unequal states in the EU," Sr. Stan continued.

She referred to Rich & Poor, which documents that although exchequer surpluses in Ireland are among the highest in the industrial world, current public expenditure is below 30% of GDP – one of the lowest levels in the industrialised world. The book also states that public expenditure has dropped significantly in the past 15 years when it was equal to the EU average of 45% of GDP. 

"This book is a challenge to all of us. We are part of, and support, a society based on unjust values that suffers a huge loss of human potential and lacks social rights whether we are conscious of it or not. We now know that prosperity of itself does not reduce inequality but can cause even greater ones," she said. 

"What we need is a radical and fundamental change in our structures, systems, policies, procedures and strategies which will promote a more equitable distribution of resources, maximise equality and human potential and eradicate poverty in Ireland. We now have the wherewithal, we have the resources and the knowledge to do that in a way that we never had before, all we need is the political will to make it happen."
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