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Ending child poverty is a shared responsibility says Combat Poverty Agency   

Children in Ireland are twice as likely to be poor as adults and immediate action is needed to reduce child poverty, according to the Combat Poverty Agency Annual Report published today.

Ireland has experienced extraordinary levels of economic growth but almost a quarter of our children (242,000) are still living on a low income while some 148,000 children live in ‘consistently poor’ homes. Ireland has one of the highest rates of child poverty in Europe and while we have a “fairly adequate” child income support system, our service provision for children is relatively poor.

“A modern 21st century society such as Ireland should not tolerate child poverty.  The consequences of children growing up in poverty are poorer health, slower physical and mental development, lower levels of educational achievement. This leads to reduced occupational levels, decreased life opportunities and reduced life expectancy”, said Combat Poverty Director, Ms Helen Johnston. “If we are serious about ending child poverty we need a clear national policy articulated by key politicians, leading with a positive vision of a society free of child poverty. This should be supported by a strategy to ensure that all sectors of Irish society will support and contribute to policies and actions to eliminate child poverty. 

“A national strategy to end child poverty must also be targeted at the general public. There must be an understanding of the scale and nature of the problem and what needs to be done in order to gain the support and empathy of all Irish people. The social partnership negotiations provide a context for making the elimination of child poverty a key national issue and a shared responsibility,” said Ms Johnston.
Combat Poverty put forward a number of recommendations in the report:

· Raise Child Benefit to meet the Government target of €149.90 a month for first and second children and to €185.40 a month for third and subsequent children and index link successive years
· Increase Child Dependant Allowances initially and work towards a supplementary Child Benefit payment 
· Substantially improve early education and care provision for children
· Fund community level initiatives to tackle health inequalities

· Improve the supply of social housing

· Provide additional funds for family services with a focus on vulnerable groups

Combat Poverty urges a shared approach among key stakeholders to end child poverty. “Political leaders at national and local level must place greater emphasis on innovative measures to support a modern society, while State and public authorities can directly tackle child poverty through their policies and programmes,” said Ms. Johnston.

The Combat Poverty Annual Report also identifies businesses and trade unions as having a key contribution to make towards ending child poverty through the partnership process and calls for business to work towards providing childcare and flexible working arrangements for parents. Opinion formers such as academics and the media also have a role to play and can make the topic of child poverty a national issue. Community and voluntary groups are central and need to be supported in their work to tackle child poverty. The contribution of children should be acknowledged.

Combat Poverty Chairman Brian Duncan said: “We are now one of the most developed economies in the OECD and this should be reflected in the standard of living we provide to all people living in Ireland, as well as the quality of measures we take to tackle poverty issues”.  

Ends

Note to Editors: 

Combat Poverty is the sole national advisory agency with a remit to combat poverty in Ireland.   Acting as a catalyst for change, it seeks to influence public policy and elicit public support for action on poverty issues.  Combat Poverty’s effectiveness is rooted in its ability to speak authoritatively and with objectivity on poverty.

