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COMBAT POVERTY WELCOMES WELFARE PACKAGE IN BUDGET 2006
More action needed to tackle child poverty 
The Combat Poverty Agency today welcomed the welfare package announced in Budget 2006, which it said will significantly increase income levels of adult welfare recipients. An increase of €17 in the basic welfare payment will bring to €165.80 the weekly payment to welfare recipients. 

In relation to child poverty, Combat Poverty acknowledged the modest increase in child benefit to meet the Government target of €150 per month, an equivalent increase of €2.00 per week. For children under the age of six, this gain will be supplemented by the new childcare payment, an equivalent of €19.23 per week. The continued freeze of child dependent allowances means however that older children in low income families will gain very little from Budget 2006.  Increases in the Back to School Clothing and Footwear Allowance and funding for the School Meals Initiative were welcomed as a positive development.   
The Agency also welcomed increased funding for the provision of childcare places, and called for this to be channelled into early childhood education and targeted at children at risk of poverty. This will help to ensure that all children are given equal life chances and opportunities to participate fully in society. 

Combat Poverty reacted positively to initiatives announced to support welfare to work, including the increase in Family Income Supplement earning thresholds, and increases in earnings thresholds for lone parents and pensioners. 

Initiatives to address fuel poverty were welcomed, including a €5 increase in fuel allowance, reductions in excise on home heating fuels, and measures to improve home insulation. 
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