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Thursday 8 September 2005
Poverty debate opens in run-up to

Budget 2006 and Social Partnership discussions

“The Social Partnership negotiations must deal with the structural causes of poverty identified in Mapping Poverty, National, Regional and County Patterns (such as unemployment, age dependency, lone parenthood, illness and lack of qualifications)”, according to Combat Poverty Director, Ms. Helen Johnston. She was speaking at a conference on Mapping Poverty which takes place today at National University of Ireland, Maynooth.

Hosted by Combat Poverty in conjunction with the National Institute of Regional and Spatial Analysis (NIRSA), NUI Maynooth, the conference will discuss a recently published report commissioned by Combat Poverty from the Economic and Social Research Institute on the spatial distribution of poverty.


“This report deals with the spatial concentration of poverty and the processes underlying such clustering”, explain report authors Dorothy Watson, Christopher T Whelan, James Williams and Sylvia Blackwell of the ESRI.  “It identifies an uneven spatial distribution of poverty that becomes more apparent the more detailed the spatial distinctions involved”.
“The ranking of both regions and local authorities varies a good deal depending on the deprivation dimension under consideration. Tenure differences are both more marked and more pervasive than their spatial counterparts. Such effects are largely accounted for by the socio-demographic composition of public sector tenants”, according to the authors.
“Poverty remains a spatially diffuse phenomenon.  Policies to tackle poverty must continue to prioritise structural causes but a variety of justifications remain for a stronger focus on ‘place ‘or neighbourhood poverty”, added the authors of the report.
Director of Combat Poverty, Ms Helen Johnston emphasised: “Local authorities and area based programmes have a key role to play in tackling poverty, supported by comprehensive national policies.  
 

“Structural factors such as unemployment, age dependency, lone parenthood, illness and lack of qualifications are paramount in determining poverty levels,” added Ms Johnston. “The partnership talks and Budget 2006 offer real opportunities to tackle these structural issues”.
The Director of NIRSA Professor Rob Kitchin highlighted the importance of poverty as a spatial phenomenon in the context of the National Spatial Strategy. “Combating poverty remains one of the primary concerns of western Governments”, he said. “Knowing where the problem lies is central to tackling the causes and outcomes of poverty.  

”Mapping poverty is, therefore, an important means by which to examine poverty.  NIRSA has a wealth of experience mapping social processes and problems and undertaking applied social research and welcomes this research as it highlights the key geographical characteristics of poverty,” he concluded.
The first conference session will be chaired by Gerry Mangan, Director of the Office for Social Inclusion, at the Department of Social and Family Affairs.  Dr. Mary Corcoran, from NUI Maynooth will host a workshop in the afternoon on poor neighbourhoods and Dr. Caroline Paskell, from the Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion in the UK will host a workshop in the morning on the experience the UK experience of tackling poverty blackspots.
For details of other speakers see attached programme.

Ends

Further info: 

Contact: Tom Reddy OHC –O’Herlihy Communications 087 2224213
               Julianne McKeigue OHC – O’Herlihy Communications 087 6979159

Conference Programme 
CONFERENCE ON MAPPING POVERTY:
NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND COUNTY PATTERNS

Thursday 8th September 2005-08-26 John Hume Building, NUI, Maynooth

Conference Programme

Session 1 Chaired by Gerry Mangan, Director of the Office for Social Inclusion, Department of Social and Family Affairs

09.40 Opening and Introductory remarks

Prof John Hughes, President, National University Ireland, Maynooth

Ms Helen Johnston, Director, Combat Poverty Agency

10.00   Mapping Poverty: National, Regional and County Patterns
Ms Dorothy Watson, Mr Christopher T. Whelan, Mr James Williams and Ms Sylvia Blackwell, Economic and Social Research Institute

Session 2   Chaired by Prof Rob Kitchin, Director, National Institute for Regional and Spatial Analysis  

11.30  Other perspectives on the spatial distribution of poverty 



Dr Caroline Paskell, CASE: Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, UK

Mr Trutz Haase, Independent Social & Economic Consultant



Session 3 

14.00     Workshops on the Spatial Dimension of Poverty
· Measures of Spatial Deprivation in Northern Ireland: Mr Robert Beatty and Dr David Marshall, Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency

· Poor Neighbourhoods: Dr Mary Corcoran, Department of Sociology, NUI Maynooth and Dr Brendan Bartley, Department of Geography, NUI Maynooth

· Small Area Statistics: Irish Spatial Infrastructure Initiative: Dr Ronan Foley, Department of Geography & National Centre for Geocomputation, NUI Maynooth

Session 4 Chaired by Ms Helen Johnston, Director, Combat Poverty Agency

15.40 
Policy Implications of Research


Mr Jim Walsh, Combat Poverty Agency


Panel:


Dr Rory O’Donnell, National Economic and Social Council


Dr Tony Crooks, Area Development Management Ltd


Mr Patrick Ledwidge, Cork City Development Board, Cork City Council


Ms Anna Lee, Tallaght Partnership

16.45 Conclusion & Close of Conference
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