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Immediate release

  25 October, 2006

Combat Poverty Agency marks 20th Anniversary Year

 - Minister Seamus Brennan announces programme of anniversary events -

A significant milestone in the work that takes place to tackle poverty in Ireland was achieved today when the Combat Poverty Agency celebrated the beginning of its 20th year in existence.

The occasion was marked by Seamus Brennan, T.D. the Minister for Social Affairs when he attended the Agency’s October board meeting and announced a programme of events which will take place throughout the anniversary year.

Minister Brennan paid tribute to Combat Poverty’s role in continually raising awareness at all levels of the reality and causes of poverty in Ireland, and in shaping and informing the economic and social policies which have been successful in addressing these realities over the past two decades.

“At the time that the Combat Poverty Agency was founded, 17 per cent of Ireland’s workforce was unemployed, annual emigration figures had reached 28,000 and almost 16 per cent of people were living in consistent poverty.  The economic boom of recent years has reduced unemployment to 4.4 per cent and attracted an estimated 50,000 people per year to live and work in our country.  The environment in which Combat Poverty now operates has improved significantly but working to eliminate poverty in Ireland remains just as challenging today as it was in 1986,” said Helen Johnston, Director of Combat Poverty.

The changing face of poverty in Ireland is one subject that Combat Poverty intends to highlight as part of the programme of events it has put in place to mark its 20th anniversary year.  It plans to present a comprehensive photographic exhibition depicting poverty in Ireland over the past two decades.

Highlights of the celebratory programme also include the publication of a book on welfare reform which is expected to be launched at a one day conference scheduled to take place in September 2007.  
“The experience and expertise that exists in the Combat Poverty Agency goes beyond the academic.  We have been the catalyst for piloting, supporting and evaluating initiatives which have been ‘mainstreamed’ including the community development support programme, support for National Anti-Poverty Networks approaches for tackling educational disadvantage and promoting social inclusion among local authorities,” Ms. Johnston explained.

“The extensive research we have conducted and our analysis of poverty in Ireland has established our credentials as an evidence based organisation with a successful track record for providing independent advice to successive governments. This has enabled us to play an integral role in the development, revision and implementation of the 10 year National Anti-Poverty Strategy,” she added. “We have also made a significant contribution to tackling poverty and conflict in the Border region through the Peace Programme, which we deliver jointly with Pobal through Border Action.” 
“The advice that we provide is informed by research, project innovation and evaluation and by hosting public education functions.  We not only provide advice on anti-poverty policies to Government but are distinctly unique in that we combine this work with initiatives that support activities by the community and voluntary sector and promote community development approaches,” said Ms. Johnston.

The Combat Poverty Agency now employs a staff of 30 people and has an annual budget of €5 million.  It operates under three year Strategic Plans drawn up by its board and approved by the Minister for Social Affairs.  Its current plan ‘Working for a Poverty-Free Ireland 2005-2007’ focuses on three key areas for combating poverty: the distribution of income and jobs, access to quality services and local and regional responses to poverty. 
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