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Contribution of people in poverty crucial to government solutions on poverty
‘Having Your Say’ conference takes place as part of ‘UN Day for the Eradication of Poverty’

Government policies for tackling poverty can be more effective if opportunities are given to people living in poverty to feed into the process of formulating the solutions to the problems they experience, a conference being hosted by the Combat Poverty Agency will hear today.

The conference, in Croke Park, coincides with UN Day for the Eradication of Poverty. It has attracted an impressive line-up of speakers who will host a series of workshops exploring how people living in poverty can play a more central role in the planning, development and implementation of anti-poverty policies and programmes.

“The ‘Having Your Say Programme’ was launched in 2005 to strengthen the voices and practices of people and communities living in poverty throughout Ireland”, explained Combat Poverty Agency Director, Ms. Helen Johnston. “Poverty can make it difficult for people to act and work for change in their lives or in the lives of their communities and this Programme and today’s conference aim to determine how we can better address that,” she added.

“The conference will introduce new resources designed to support communities in the policy making process.  It will afford delegates the opportunity to share their experiences of how communities have engaged Ireland’s policy system. It will also explore how community development approaches can influence public and social policy in Ireland,” Ms. Johnston explained. One of workshops at the conference will be hosted by Mary Davis, Chair of the Task Force on Active Citizenship.  The Task Force will advise Government on measures that can be taken to ensure that the extent to which people in Ireland play an active role as members of their communities and society continues to grow and develop.

“People and communities living in poverty face barriers in achieving social, cultural and political participation at a level comparable to other groups in society, which can often result in their voice not being heard  Combat Poverty considers  it essential that the opportunity for active citizenship extends to all in society, but especially to people who live in poverty. Because of the barriers they face as a result of their poverty, they need to be supported and facilitated in having their experience and their views heard and taken into account, especially on policies that affect them.  
The ‘Having Your Say Programme’ and today’s conference is focused on assisting community groups to create networks for people in poverty to join together so that they can influence and contribute to policies that help them to overcome poverty and improve their  quality of life,” said Ms. Johnston.

Representatives of community development projects and public sector personnel working with these projects are attending the conference. They will examine the value of the contribution that they can make in devising policies that are more likely to work.
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