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PRESS RELEASE
Friday, 17th October 2008 
COMBAT POVERTY MARKS UN DAY FOR THE ERADICATION OF POVERTY

The Combat Poverty Agency today (17.10.08) marked the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty by highlighting the challenges faced by Ireland in meeting its poverty targets.

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is a UN-designated day, which is celebrated annually on 17th October.  Its aim is to highlight the struggles faced by poor people throughout the world, and to directly involve people who live in poverty in events and activities aimed at addressing poverty-related issues.   

According to Combat Poverty, the Day is an opportunity to assess how Ireland is faring in relation to its poverty reduction targets.  Kevin O’Kelly, Acting Director of the Agency, said the Government has made a commitment to eliminate consistent poverty by 2016, and it is more important now than ever before that this commitment is met.
“On 17th October, people living in poverty in Ireland and around the world are encouraged to speak out about their experiences, and the wider community are encouraged to listen and show solidarity,” he said.
“There are currently 300,000 people in Ireland living in consistent poverty.  This means they are deprived of basic necessities, such as adequate heat, food and clothing.  Over one-third of those living in consistent poverty are under the age of 16.  Clearly, the Government has a lot to do if it is to meet its own target of eliminating consistent poverty by 2016.  
“Progress was made in tackling poverty during Ireland’s economic boom, but it wasn’t enough: in the current economic climate, we need a stronger focus on vulnerable groups such as lone parents and children, and we need concerted action to address problems such as health inequality and educational disadvantage.  Tackling these issues now will deliver far-reaching benefits in the years to come.”

Mr. O’Kelly said the Budget announced earlier this week failed to demonstrate the type of radical thinking needed to eliminate consistent poverty.  

“Unfortunately, last Tuesday’s Budget threatens to undermine the progress that has been made in recent years towards meeting poverty targets,” he said.  “The income levy and VAT increases, for example, will hit low-income households the hardest, while the welfare increases are not sufficient to meet the rising costs associated with inflation.  

“With rising levels of unemployment, ongoing increases to the cost of living, and the likelihood that the recession will worsen over the coming months, the numbers experiencing poverty look set to rise next year.  In this context, it is essential that poverty reduction continues to be a key focus of national policy and that the Government continues to work with all stakeholders – especially those directly experiencing poverty – to meet its poverty targets.”

“A key principle of the UN Day is to involve people with direct experience of poverty in finding solutions to poverty and promoting relevant issues.  To this end, Combat Poverty has provided support on an annual basis to various groups throughout Ireland to enable them to mark the Day.  Events highlighting poverty are taking place throughout the world today, and we are delighted that Irish groups can also play their part.”
Activities supported by Combat Poverty to mark the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty this year include the following:

· ATD Fourth World and its partners in the 17th October Group are unveiling a commemorative stone to mark the Day at the Famine Memorial, Custom House Quay in Dublin this morning (11.30am).  Delegations from anti-poverty and homeless organisations in Belgium, France and Scotland will attend the ceremony, and people currently living in poverty will make inputs at the event.  
· Donegal Travellers’ Project is launching a photographic exhibition exploring poverty and poor living conditions among Travellers from a human rights perspective.  The exhibition will form part of a permanent exhibition that will be used for ongoing training and awareness-building. 

· A public seminar and children’s exhibition is taking place in Knockanrawley Resource Centre in Tipperary town to promote awareness of poverty in the local community.  An international perspective on the issues will be provided by delegates from CAFRA, the Caribbean Association for Feminist Research and Action. 
· Thurles Action for Community Development is holding public screenings of a documentary made by local people with direct experience of poverty.  The documentary will explore different forms of poverty, public attitudes to poverty and the impact of poverty on individuals, communities and families.  
· An exhibition of arts and crafts produced by members of the Travelling community in Arklow is being organised by the Arklow Parish Pastoral Council.  The exhibition aims to raise awareness of issues facing Travellers in their daily lives. 

· In the Connemara Gaeltacht, Pléaráca Teo – a public arts organisation – is launching an art project demonstrating the causes of poverty and possible solutions.  The project was developed by local primary-schools.

· The Shannon Family Resource Centre hosting a photographic exhibition, accompanied by a radio discussion, to highlight the changing face of poverty in Ireland and other countries (taking place on Saturday, 18th October). 

ENDS
Contact: Martina Quinn, DHR Communications, Tel: 01-4885808 / 087-6522033 
Notes:

Combat Poverty is a State agency which develops and promotes evidence-based proposals and policy measures to tackle poverty in Ireland.  Further information about the Agency is available at www.combatpoverty.ie.  
