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ELIMINATING POVERTY BY 2016: A CRITICAL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INVESTMENT
Combat Poverty’s Annual Report calls for concerted efforts to meet targets

Combat Poverty has said that the Government commitment to eliminate poverty by 2016 demands a concerted effort by individual government departments, state agencies and local authorities, particularly in light of the current economic decline.

Launching its Annual Report for 2007, Combat Poverty said the prevailing economic pressures will make the 2016 target more difficult to achieve. In this context, the challenge for Government is to ensure that all arms of the State are working together to sustain the progress that has been made in tackling poverty over the past decade. 

According to the Agency’s Chairperson, Brian Duncan, “The economic context in which key strategic documents were developed has changed significantly since their publication. Commitments made in the National Partnership Agreement (Towards 2016), the National Action Plan for Social Inclusion, the National Development Plan and the Programme for Government did not envisage the sharp decline in the economy. In these circumstances, it would be easy to deviate from the ambitious target of eliminating poverty. However, as a long-term economic and social investment, it is critical now, more than ever, that we don’t lose focus on the target. 

“Central to ending poverty will be a consistent and coherent drive across all state institutions, ranging from national policies to their implementation at a local level, to deliver policies and achieve interim targets. Tackling poverty and social exclusion needs to be at the heart of policies on employment, education and training, health and housing. Current pressure points such as health inequalities, as well as food and fuel inflation, need to be addressed before they become very problematic.” 

In its annual overview statement, Combat Poverty stresses the need for greater co-ordination, collaboration and mutual understanding between officials at different levels of administration to see through poverty reduction targets and respond to the challenge of significant change. 

“It is at the local level that national policies which impact on people living in poverty are delivered, be it in terms of education, health, housing or building sustainable communities. Anti-poverty initiatives emerging from central administration should be shaped by local experience to ensure that central and local priorities are aligned,” said Kevin O’Kelly, Acting Director of Combat Poverty. 

“Programmes and policies that are developed centrally - without local input - are less likely to succeed because they fail to foster support among administrators who are closest to the citizen and most involved in delivering services.  Without strong two-way communications between national and local administrators, local officials feel distanced from what is happening at a national level and it is difficult to get shared commitment.” he said. 

As part of its recommendations to address these issues, Combat Poverty has highlighted the role that it can play in providing technical support to local authorities and other state bodies to assist them in meeting poverty reduction targets. “We have completed guidelines to assist local authorities to undertake local poverty impact assessments, and are also working with other state bodies, such as the HSE and the Financial Regulator, to progress specific anti-poverty initiatives relating to their work,” said Mr. O’Kelly. 

Combat Poverty’s annual report also documents the Agency’s research, project innovation and public awareness activities in 2007 across a range of areas, most notably in tackling health inequalities, testing energy efficiency measures to address fuel poverty, promoting healthy eating, analysing poverty trends, advising on tax and welfare measures, addressing financial exclusion and building the capacity of excluded groups to participate in public policy making.
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