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Local Partnerships

for Social Inclusion?

This study examines the role of local partnerships in promoting social
inclusion in Ireland and was undertaken by the Combat Poverty Agency as
part of a European study initiated by the European Foundation for the
Improvement of Living and Working Conditions. Ireland is among the
countries where local partnership is strongest, with various government
programmes providing financial and technical support. These programmes
have resulted in upwards of 150 local partnerships in four broad types,
local development partnerships, urban regeneration, local employment
and enterprise partnerships and local service partnerships. In addition
there are more than 200 community development organisations more

loosely modelled on these local partnerships.

The report outlines and assesses the application of the local partnership
model in tackling social inclusion, canvasses the views of various
stakeholders and makes recommendations for the continued operation of
local partnership as an instrument for social inclusion. It includes three in-
depth case studies, the PAUL Partnership Limerick, the Tallaght Partnership
and the South Kerry Development Partnership, which give a unique insight

into the operation and impact of local partnerships.
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