


















































































































































The picture is slightly different if we look at the Wave 3 deprivation scores for the
subset of households responding in Wave 4. On nine of the 24 items there is a small but
significant difference in the Wave 3 deprivation score between the households that responded
in Wave 4 and those that did not respond. In all cases, however, the responding households
appear slightly worse off (have a higher deprivation score) than the non-responding
households.

To summarise, while there was some tendency for the Wave 1 deprivation scores to be
higher for non-responding than responding households in Waves 2, 3 and 4, the differences
are very small in magnitude and rarely reached statistical significance. The distribution of
Wave 1 scores on three of the key scales was also remarkably similar for responding and non-
responding households in each subsequent wave. In Wave 3 we found no significant
difference in the Wave 2 deprivation score for responding and non-responding households.
There were some differences in the Wave 3 household deprivation score in Wave 4; but the
differences were small in magnitude and the deprivation score tended to be higher rather than
lower for the responding households. There is no evidence, then, that the observed substantial
fall in household non-monetary deprivation indicators between 1994 and 1997 is an artifact of

sample attrition.
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