





























The experience of designing, developing and implementing this module has
demonstrated that a focus on educational disadvantage should become a core
element of Teacher Education Programmes. While disadvantage is currently dealt
with under a number of subject areas, the absence of a specific focus on this issue is
considered a weakness of current programmes. There is a need to develop
appropriate modules that specifically address issues relevant to educational
disadvantage within initial teacher training.

It is essential that all student teachers be exposed to these modules. Student

teachers should not have to rely on the availability of an elective course for such
exposure.

Modules on disadvantage need to be both relevant and practical. In this regard, it
Is recommended that such modules offer practical exposure to the everyday reality
of disadvantage and not be purely theoretical & college based.

It is also recommended that Colleges of Education need to provide opportunities
for students from areas of significant social and economic disadvantage to enter
the teaching profession. It is suggested that a certain quota of student intake each
year would be set aside specifically for students from disadvantaged backgrounds
and that appropriate resources and supports be developed for these students.

Provision also needs to be made for appropriate in-service education that increases
teachers’ understanding of disadvantage and its root causes, its effects on the
learning of pupils in their care and on their families, and the demands it makes on
them as professionals charged with facilitating pupil learning
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CONCLUSION

The elective module: Teaching in an Area of Socio-economic Disadvantage has
provided 28 student teachers with a practical opportunity to enhance their
understanding of the nature, causes, extent and effects of educational
disadvantage for children. Equally, it has provided these students with the
opportunity to consider their roles as teachers and to consider how they address
the educational needs of children from families and communities experiencing

multiple disadvantage.

The module has also provided a range of formal and informal educators with the
opportunity to share their insights with these student teachers, based on their

practical daily experiences of the reality of educational disadvantage for children.

A set of recommendations has been presented above in light of the experience of
developing this elective module. It is acknowledged that fulfilment of these
recommendations would place significant demands on Colleges of Education, on

primary schools and communities such as Killinarden.

In terms of college participation, it requires the involvement of a staff lecturer who
is familiar with and sympathetic to this area of work. It also requires the allocation
of considerable time to undertake the many administrative and organisational tasks
necessary for the successful implementation of such a module. In terms of schools
and communities, it requires that personnel, facilities and other resources be made
available for the benefit of students. Considerable co-ordination and co-operation

with the College Co-ordinator is necessary.

However, fulfilment of these recommendations needs to be viewed as an
investment in the future educational opportunities of disadvantaged children and
in the development of a cohort of competent, understanding and appropriately

trained and skilled teachers.
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