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Research has shown that people who live alone have 
twice the rate of poverty of those who live with someone 
else. The question is, can the Living Alone Allowance1 
tackle that poverty? 

In 1977 the Living Alone Allowance (LAA) was 
introduced for social welfare pensioners who were 
living alone. In 1999, with the Euro changeover, there 
was a slight adjustment in the allowance, bringing it to 
€7.70 per week. Since then it has not been increased. 
Currently, 134,429 people receive the LAA, most of 
whom are women.

Minimum budgets
In 2006 the Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice2 
designed case studies for minimum essential budgets 
for six different households. One of these showed that 
a woman who was over 70 years and living alone3 on 
a widow’s non-contributory pension faced a shortfall 
in her income of €62.49 per week in 2008 if she were 
to maintain a minimum essential standard of living.4 A 
secondary analysis of the Vincentian Partnership for 
Social Justice data revealed that living alone costs 80 
per cent of what it costs a couple to live.

Living Alone Allowance not helping 
elderly secure proper living standard
Research shows that the Living Alone Allowance does not combat poverty but it 
might do so if certain changes were made.

In order to examine the experiences of older people 
living alone the Combat Poverty Agency funded Age 
Action Ireland to conduct research. Four focus groups 
were held, two in urban and two in rural areas. In 
addition to focus group discussions, a demographic 
questionnaire, which included questions from the 
EU-SILC survey of income and living conditions, was 
completed by participants. Eleven volunteers, 10 of 
them women, also completed a Money Advice and 
Budgeting Service (MABS) weekly spending diary.

Personal experiences
The focus group interviews showed that many eked out 
a living as best they could. One rural respondent, Molly, 
commented, ‘I go off and collect sticks and that means 
I don’t have to buy as many firelighters. I do the woods 
with friends of mine and … it’s not that I wouldn’t be 
looking at the buttercups and violets and all, that’s the 
plus side of it. I think you have to look at the good side.

On the other hand, another respondent, Joe, stated, ‘I 
just get my pension and I keep it under control, that’s 
all.’



1 See p. 15 Jargon Buster.
2 See p. 15 Jargon Buster.
3 The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice (2006) designed case studies for constructing a 

budget standard. One budget was for a woman of 70+ years of age living alone in receipt of a non-
contributory widow’s pension. See p. 15 Jargon Buster.

4 This is greater by €6.28 than what this woman experienced in 2006.
5 See p. 15 Jargon Buster.

Rising inflation hits those living on fixed incomes, Molly 
explained, ‘The cost of everything is going up, like we 
will say, a tank of gas. It is what, €25 now, and the bag 
of coal? Everybody has to fight with this problem even 
for people who work – pensioners, maybe more so, 
because they are on a limited amount of money.’

From these and other comments it emerged that living 
alone on a state pension is a constant struggle to 
maintain an acceptable standard of living. Too often it is 
a losing battle, especially as one becomes frailer.

Questionnaire results
The results from the EU-SILC questionnaire showed 
that, in the previous two weeks, all respondents had 
been able to have at least one substantial meal each 
day. Three people had been unable to afford heating 
when it was needed in the previous year and four people 
had or were currently experiencing debt problems 
because of ordinary living expenses. 

The items people were least likely to be able to afford 
were, in descending order, entertainment once a month; 
an outing every two weeks; replace worn-out furniture; 
and buy presents for friends and family. More women 
than men were unable to entertain, replace furniture and 
have an outing every two weeks.
 
The results suggest that most respondents were able to 
afford clothing, food and heat but could not afford to buy 
presents, socialise or refurbish their homes. It could be 
said, therefore, that living alone on a state pension does 
not cater for recipients’ social and psychological needs, 
which are an essential component of mental health.

Small quantities
The data from the MABS weekly spending diaries 
revealed that only small amounts of meat, fruit and 
vegetables were bought during the week in question. 
The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice in 2006 
noted that it was very difficult for older women living 
alone to get enough fruit and vegetables because of the 
expense of buying small amounts and because large 
amounts deteriorate before they can be eaten.
 
This article questioned if the Living Alone Allowance 
combats poverty. Based on the data in this small survey, 
it does not. However, it has the potential to do so if the 
following recommendations were adopted:
 index-link5 state pensions so that older people do not 

descend into poverty and deprivation every time the 
cost of living increases

 increase and index-link the LAA to between €40 and 
€60 per week. 

This strategy would ensure that older people living alone 
would have a better standard of living to cover the cost 
of basic physical, social and psychological needs and 
to allow for unexpected events and for payments into 
savings schemes.

DR FRANCESCA LUNDSTRÖM is a Research 
Consultant.
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At a time when the UK government is having to spend 
billions to support its economic infrastructure, new 
research from the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 
published in October, estimates that child poverty costs 
at least £25 billion each year in losses to the Exchequer 
and in reduced national earnings.

The research is based on economic modelling and 
provides two detailed calculations which estimate some 
of the measurable financial costs from the fall-out of 
child poverty.

The first calculation estimates the extra money that the 
UK government spends addressing the effects of child 
poverty. Research clearly shows that children from low-
income families experience disadvantage in education, 
health and family life. This requires extra spending, for 
example on social services, to help overcome these 
circumstances. It can also trigger extra spending on 
law and order because the pressures of poverty and 
disadvantage can contribute to poor family functioning 
which, in turn, is associated with a higher rate of anti-
social behaviour.

Higher costs
Based on the higher amount of social spending in areas 
with high child poverty, the study estimates that child 
poverty is associated with at least £12 billion in public 
spending on services.

A second calculation estimates the longer-term 
economic cost of the damage inflicted on those who 
grow up in poverty. As adults, they have a reduced 
chance of working and an increased likelihood of being 
in low-paid jobs. The study estimates that this costs 
the Exchequer £2 billion a year in extra benefits paid to 
adults who grew up in poverty and are now out of work. 

1 This article is based on the press release ‘Child poverty is costing the UK billions’, 
published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation in 2008 and reproduced courtesy of the 
Foundation.

Paying for the fall-out from child poverty 
is costing UK billions
Research shows that child poverty in the UK not only causes extreme hardship but 
costs the taxpayer heavily and reduces the country’s economic potential.

Child poverty also diminishes the UK gross national 
product by at least £11 billion through reduced earnings 
of those in work, £3 billion of which would have gone to 
the Exchequer in taxation. 

Prevention cheaper
‘Child poverty imposes huge costs on those affected but 
it is also costly to us all. Getting rid of child poverty will 
not be cheap. But this report shows that large amounts 
are being spent on paying for the fall-out from child 
poverty. This could be more productively employed 
in preventing it from occurring in the first place,’ said 
Donald Hirsch, a poverty policy adviser to the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, who wrote an overview of the 
new research.

‘Tackling child poverty would bring a double benefit – for 
the families whose life chances and quality of life would 
be improved and for society, which no longer would 
have to pay such high costs for picking up the pieces.’

The research report, Estimating the costs of child 
poverty by Donald Hirsch, is available to download from 
http://www.jrf.org.uk/bookshop/. So also are the three 
reports on which it is based: The GDP cost of the lost 
earning potential of adults who grew up in poverty by Jo 
Blanden et al.; The costs of child poverty for individuals 
and society by Julia Griggs and Robert Walker; and The 
public service costs of child poverty by Glen Bramley 
and David Watkins.1

NASREEN MEMON is Head of Media at the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation. 



 1 See p. 15 Jargon Buster.

European Economic and Monetary 
Union, 1992
The 1992 Treaty of Maastricht provided for the 
establishment of a single common currency for EU 
member states. This is the euro. To make sure the new 
currency remained stable, member states had to abide 
by certain economic rules such as keeping government 
borrowing below a certain level.

Index-linked
Index-linking means linking an income, such as a wage 
or pension, to an index that reflects the cost of living so 
that the payment automatically goes up or down in line 
with the cost of living. An index is a number or scale 
that shows the cost or value of something in relation to 
something else, e.g. the cost of living compared to what 
it was ten years ago.

Living Alone Allowance
The Living Alone Allowance is an extra €7.70 per week 
that is paid to people over 66 years who are living 
alone and are receiving the Contributory and Non-
Contributory Old Age Pension, Contributory Widow 
or Widower’s Pension, Widow/Widower’s Pension 
under the Occupational Injuries Benefit Scheme or 

The study revealed that lack of good quality, affordable 
childcare and low financial gain from employment were 
two of the strongest barriers to people finding work. 
Housing and the requirements for Rent Supplement1 
were also key problems, while literacy and language 
difficulties made finding work problematic for lone parents 
from new communities.

Although the study found that those surveyed had a clear 
wish to work, only 23 per cent worked full days. A further 
19 per cent worked in the afternoons, while 40 per cent 
worked, on average, 24 hours or more per week. These 
findings raised questions about the sustainability and 
quality of employment for at least some lone parents, the 
report said. 

Jargon Buster Incapacity Supplement. There are some exceptions to 
the requirement to be living alone, e.g. if friends stay 
overnight with someone who is infirm.

Rent Supplement
Rent Supplement is a payment made by the 
Department of Social Welfare to people who rent private 
accommodation but who cannot afford the cost. The 
payment is means-tested and most people who get it are 
on social welfare. The amount of supplement is usually 
decided so as to ensure that the person’s income after 
paying rent does not drop below a minimum level.

Services of general economic interest
Article 86(2) of the EC Treaty allows member states to 
pay a ‘public service compensation’ to certain bodies 
that are responsible for operating services deemed to be 
‘of general economic interest’. 

Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice
The Vincentian Partnership for Social Justice was set 
up in 1996 to work for social and economic change 
in tackling poverty and social exclusion. It comprises 
four religious bodies: Society of St Vincent de Paul, 
Daughters of Charity, Sisters of the Holy Faith and the 
Vincentian Congregation. It works with disadvantaged 
people and other groups on economic and social issues.

Lone parents face barriers to work

The report, called Lone Parents and Employment: What 
are the real issues, was based on a postal survey of an 
anonymous sample of One Parent Family recipients.

During the launch, a panel discussion stressed that, 
based on UK experience, if lone parents were required 
to work as part of social welfare reforms then supports 
and services such as childcare, education and training, 
and good-quality jobs would be needed to lift lone-parent 
families out of poverty over the long term. 

Dr KASEY TREADWELL SHINE is Head of 
Research at Combat Poverty.

The vast majority of people who receive One Parent Family payments are either 
working, jobseeking or in education and training. This was one of the main findings 
of a research report carried out by One Parent, which was launched recently by the 
Minister for Social and Family Affairs, Mary Hanafin, TD.
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NOTICEBOARD
Monitoring Report on Poverty and Social 
Exclusion
Combat Poverty is currently developing a monitoring 
report on poverty and social exclusion. The aim of the 
report is to give a comprehensive overview of trends in 
poverty and social exclusion by combining EU common 
indicators of social protection and social inclusion with a 
set of national-specific indicators. It is intended that the 
report will be updated on a periodic basis. 

A consultation process with stakeholders on data 
sources, data gaps, social indicators for inclusion in the 
report and their disaggregation started in December 
2008. The consultation document, including an 
explanatory note and questionnaire, is available to 
download from our website. 
See http://www.combatpoverty.ie/survey/2008-11_
Questionnaire_PeriodicMonitoringReport.doc
For further information please contact 
Joanne Mulholland at 01 602 6633 or joanne.
mulholland@combatpoverty.ie.

Research Seminar Series
Combat Poverty runs a series of successful research 
seminars. The seminars provide an informal platform 
to discuss poverty-related research and policy ideas. 
Research seminars are open to all. Unless otherwise 
indicated they take place in Combat Poverty’s 
Boardroom and last for 90 minutes over lunchtime 
(12:30 pm – 2 pm). Prior notification of attendance 
is essential for administrative purposes. Contact 
the Research Administrator at 01 602 6612 or email 
research.admin@combatpoverty.ie to reserve a place.

The Community Foundation for Ireland’s 
Small Grants Scheme (2009)
The Community Foundation gives grants to not-for-profit 
and voluntary groups working in communities throughout 
the Republic of Ireland. It favours projects leading to 
the social inclusion of people and communities who are 
excluded by reason of geography, race, age, disability, 
family circumstances, poverty, gender or race.
Applications are accepted on an ongoing basis and 
assessed three times per year. Closing dates in 2009: 
 27 February (successful grantees will receive their 

grants in April) 
 31 July (successful grantees will receive their grants 

in September) 
 30 October (successful grantees will receive their 

grants in December)

Applicants should consult the full criteria, available on 
the Community Foundation’s website prior to submitting 
a grant application: www.communityfoundation.ie/grants/

March, 12:30 pm – 2 pm; study funded under the 
Poverty Research Initiative
 Evaluation of the Credit Union services in terms of 

their impact on the financial capability of low-income 
groups, Noreen Byrne, Centre for Co-operative 
Studies, UCC, Tuesday, 26 May, 12:30 pm – 2 pm; 
study funded under the Poverty Research Initiative
 Engaging People in Active Citizenship in Dublin’s 

Docklands: testing the key conclusions of the 
ETGACE (Education and Training for Governance and 
Active Citizenship in Europe) Research Project within 
an Irish context, Dr Nicholas Rees and Dr Marianne 
Breen, National College of Ireland, Tuesday, 2 June, 
12:30 pm – 2 pm; study funded under the Poverty 
Research Initiative
 The Influence of Educational-related Beliefs on 

Persistence versus Drop-out from Secondary School, 
Dr Michael O’Connell, School of Psychology, UCD, 
Tuesday, 9 June, 12:30 pm – 2 pm; study funded 
under the Poverty Research Initiative
 Poverty and the Life-Cycle in 20th Century Ireland:  a 

childhood-centred analysis, Prof. Jane Grey, Dept of 
Sociology, NUI Maynooth, Tuesday, 16 June, 12:30 
pm – 2 pm; study funded under the Poverty Research 
Initiative
 The Incorporation of Dissent in the Renewal of Dublin 

Inner City: a study of engagements between inner-city 
communities and the local state in the implementation 
of urban renewal schemes, Paula Brudell, PhD Fellow, 
Department of Geography, TCD, Tuesday, 30 June, 

Research Seminars for the New Year include:

 Ensuring that the Built Environment Enhances Child 
Well-being in Social Housing – Dr Liz Kerrins and 
Prof. Sheila Greene, TCD, Tuesday, 3 February, 12:30 
pm – 2 pm; study funded under the Poverty Research 
Initiative
 Poverty amongst Migrants in the Private Rented 

Sector – Bob Jordan, Threshold, Tuesday, 10 
February, 12:30 pm – 2 pm; study funded under the 
Poverty Research Initiative
 Playing Fair: How can we increase participation in 

sport among low income groups? – Dr Pete Lunn, 
ESRI, Tuesday, 24 February, 12:30 pm – 2 pm
 Extending In-Work Transfers in Ireland: impacts 

on labour market participation and poverty, Olivier 
Bargain, School of Economics, UCD, Tuesday, 3 



ANTI-POVERTY
Work in Action
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Anti-Poverty Work in Action talks to people 
active in the community and voluntary sector 
about the contribution that Combat Poverty 
has made to eliminating poverty through its 
research, its commitment to listening to the 
voices of people living with poverty and its 
emphasis on changing the underlying social 
and economic conditions that create poverty.

Anna Lee is Manager of Dodder Valley (Tallaght) 
Partnership and a long-time worker in the community 
development sector. She remembers how the Combat 
Poverty Agency led and supported the growth in 
community development thinking and work:

‘The First Poverty Programme started to raise the issue 
of community development as a strategy for helping 
people design responses to issues that affected them. 
When the Second Poverty Programme came on line, the 
thinking on community development was continued into 
the second programme.

‘Then Combat Poverty sought commitment to funding 
community development as an anti-poverty strategy. The 
Government’s Community Development Programme 
was set up when the Second Poverty Programme 
ended. I don’t think there would have been a national 
Community Development Programme without the 
Combat Poverty Agency.’ 

Anna Lee believes that by good practice and setting 
up structures to gather experience, Combat Poverty 
encouraged the principle that it was not enough to 
simply spend money on issues; there had to be learning 
about good practice. 

‘Because they had a programme side they were learning 
directly what was going on in the community and that 
was crucial in keeping their research strategies very 
well-focused. Information was a key thing. Combat 
Poverty did a very good job at creating information and 
knowledge around poverty issues and putting their 
research into clear messages. 

Learning lessons from the community 

‘This is the difference between being just a lot of funding 
bodies and being a programme. Now we have a lot 
of managing agencies for different programmes but I 
don’t think we are getting the best synergy out of local 
development activity because the support for learning 
the good and bad practice is not funded and Combat 
Poverty did that well when it did it. There is a risk that 
a lot of work will be done and there will be no learning 
from it because nobody is sustaining the learning and it 
will be just throwing money at the problem.’ 

She credits Combat Poverty with having made it 
impossible for decision-makers to do things without 
consulting people, even though she sees large gaps 
between the theory and the reality of consultation. 
‘Even though the gap between what is said and what is 
done is enormous, people know they need to consult. 
Nobody can bring out a policy now and say “it is not your 
business”, no matter how badly they do the consultation.’ 

She believes we need to improve our models for 
consultation, to track its impact on decision-making 
and implementation, and to question afterwards why 
particular decisions were made. ‘We need to model 
more how we move that on and this is where you need 
the Combat Poverty Agency,’ she said. 

Anna Lee, Manager, Dodder Valley (Tallaght) 
Partnership. Dodder Valley (Tallaght) Partnership 
can be contacted at: 01-466 4280.
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Cecilia Forrestal is a Community Development Worker 
in Community Action Network (CAN). CAN was both a 
funded project and a support and training organisation 
to other projects in the Building Healthy Communities 
(BHC) programme, which was set up by the Combat 
Poverty Agency to support projects in piloting 
community-led solutions to health concerns. 

‘When the BHC started, very few people were talking 
about community participation in health or the social 
determinants of health. Now there is much stronger 
awareness about these things. Three rounds of projects 
were supported in the BHC, 34 projects in all. When 
you consider these projects and take all the people in 
the related communities, the numbers really mount up,’ 
Cecilia Forrestal states. 

‘A lot of the capacity-building work that projects engaged 
in has been health-inducing in itself. This is related to 
empowerment. Understanding about the social causes 
of ill-health takes you beyond your own ill-health. 
Combat Poverty supported research and statistics on 
poverty and health and these have had a huge impact 
in terms of the way that people have lobbied and 
campaigned. 

‘It facilitated the dialogue that linked practice on the 
ground and policymaking areas. A lot of projects that 
had no route into policymaking were getting a route in 
through the supports given by Combat Poverty. The 
BHC enhanced working relations across health sectors 
and with health workers at local level. For example, 
community health needs analysis got all sorts of people 
within and across sectors making contact. The learning 
from the BHC is going to be there into the future. There 
has been a lot of mainstreaming locally, in terms of 
methods of doing things.

‘It helped put new structures in place as well, like the 
Lifford/Castlefin primary care health forum in Donegal, 
which helped the community there to have a part in 
developing a primary care plan. Other projects are 
learning from the piloted work done by communities 
such as Lifford, and see them as demonstration sites. 
I would not minimise the ripple effect of the work of the 
34 projects nor would I minimise the cross-learning 
between projects.

‘For the small amount 
of money received the 
programme has had a 
powerful punch. The 

ripple effect, the numbers 
of meetings, there are 

measurable products out 
of it.’ 

Clear health role for community

‘At local level a lot of things were nurtured during the life 
of the programme. At national level the work done has 
certainly put the whole notion of community participation 
in health very definitely on the agenda. The BHC has 
not had a big public profile or changed the nation’s view 
about health but I don’t think you could have had that 
impact. You have to be realistic. But the statistics on 
social determinants of health have been used in a lot of 
debates. Awareness of the links between poverty and 
health has crept in.’

Cecilia Forrestal, Community Development Worker, 
CAN. Community Action Network (CAN) can be 
contacted at: 01-878 8005.



From the time it was set up in the mid-1980s, the 
Combat Poverty Agency has pioneered new ideas 
and approaches to tackling poverty, according to 
Helen Johnston, Senior Social Policy Analyst with the 
National Economic and Social Council. Helen Johnston 
previously worked for eight years as Head of Research 
for Combat Poverty and was its Director for another six 
years.

‘Right from the start it was felt that in order to seriously 
tackle poverty you needed a strategic approach that 
would involve most if not all government departments. It 
would need an overall plan of what you are trying to do 
that would include targets and agreed policy; actions; 
data; a means of monitoring progress; appropriate 
structures for implementing the plan; and an evaluation 
process to see if the plan was working. It would also 
have to include the voices and opinions of people 
experiencing poverty.

‘Earlier thinking on poverty had only been concerned 
with the level and adequacy of social welfare payments. 
Combat Poverty argued that increasing social welfare 
was not enough; you had to work on the issues that 
created poverty, such as low education or poor jobs 
skills, and address specific types of poverty, such as that 
experienced by women or the long-term unemployed. 

‘During the 1980s, when there were few community or 
poverty programmes, Combat Poverty was an important 
source of funding for community groups and it worked 
to instil proper standards of policy and governance in 
community organisations. It secured EU funding for the 
First and Second Poverty Programmes and this work 
led to the establishment of the present state-funded 
Community Development Programme.

‘During this time Combat Poverty produced the first 
accurate research data on poverty and poverty-
related issues. It used this information to make policy 
recommendations to government and out of its policy 
advice came the Money Advice and Budgeting Service 
(MABS), to help low-income families escape from debt 
traps, and the national strategies against poverty and 
social exclusion. 

‘All this work laid the foundations for the National 
Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPS), which was launched in 
1997. This was the first time a broad strategic approach 
was taken to tackling poverty. The late 1990s brought 
economic growth and unemployment started to fall. The 
Government increased social welfare rates and in 2001 
the National Action Plan against Poverty and Social 
Exclusion was launched and its goals built into national 
partnership agreements.

‘If we had only had economic growth and not the NAPS 
a lot of people would have benefited but the NAPS 
raised awareness, especially among civil servants, that 
we needed to do things for people who were the most 
vulnerable. If there had only been a NAPS and we had 
not had the economic growth we would not have had 
the resources to support anti-poverty measures. Some 
people might argue that we should have done more to 
tackle poverty but a lot of people did benefit.’

Helen Johnston, Senior Policy Analyst, National 
Economic and Social Council. The National 
Economic and Social Council can be contacted at: 
1890 203006.

Pioneer of research-based strategies
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Child poverty is on the increase again as unemployment 
starts to rise.

‘It has not been measured by official statistics yet but 
we are starting to see it. Poor children live in poor 
households and if people lose their jobs it will affect 
their whole families,’ according to June Tinsley, Policy 
Development Officer of Barnardos, the children’s charity.

Child poverty has been one of Combat Poverty’s 
most important and consistent concerns since it was 
established. In 1999 it helped set up and funded the 
Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative and later 
its successor, the End Child Poverty Coalition. Tinsley 
represents Barnardos on the End Child Poverty 
Coalition, which is an alliance of seven national 
voluntary organisations that work together to end child 
poverty.

‘Throughout the “celtic tiger” era, it was presumed that 
everyone was benefiting from it and that child poverty no 
longer existed and had slipped off the political agenda. 
This placed an onus on all organisations dealing with 
child poverty to show it was still in existence and that the 
Government had to honour its commitments to ending it.

‘Both the Open Your Eyes to Child Poverty Initiative 
and subsequently the End Child Poverty Coalition did 
influence the steering of child poverty targets onto 
national policies like the National Action Plan against 
Poverty and Social Exclusion 2002–2007.

‘The situation now is that child poverty is going to 
increase. I don’t think there is a strong enough political 

will to end it, given that now there are so many 
different things competing for the limited resources. 
In the recent Budget, the small increase of €2 in the 
targeted Qualified Child Allowance did show a shift in 
governmental policy away from the universal approach 
to recognising that specifically targeting families in 
poverty is more effective in eliminating child poverty. 
However, it will not make a decisive impact on reducing 
child poverty as the amount is too low. 

‘The Budget also saw cuts in education, in things like 
literacy initiatives and school transport costs, and these 
will have a negative impact on children’s experiences of 
education despite education being a proven route out of 
poverty. The cutbacks in education are the ones that will 
impact most on children.

‘Combat Poverty’s role in providing valid, objective 
research and its dissemination of information on key 
trends in different areas of poverty were crucial aids 
to NGOs that did not have the resources to do this 
research themselves. In the area of child poverty its 
chief legacy is that it highlighted the fact that child 
poverty is multi-dimensional and that policy responses 
at governmental level have to be multi-faceted also. 
People will have to accept that, in order to combat 
child poverty, resources will have to be put into health; 
housing; education and early childhood care. I hope that 
this multi-faceted approach will continue to influence 
government policy.’ 

Crucial aid to child poverty agencies

June Tinsley, Policy Development Officer, Barnardos. 
Barnardos can be contacted at 01-453 0355.
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